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9 orcenturies, stone has been used

in the home, both inside and

.4 out - from floors and walls to

tables, benches, seats and paving.

It's a material that lasts and lasts. Buildings

made of stone hundreds of years ago are

still standing today. It's a natural geological

material, quarried from the earth rather

than made by man, so no two pieces are

exactly alike. This individuality is part of
what makes stone so attractive.

Architect Anthony Gionfriddo, who has
specified that stone be used in many of
his residential designs, says, “Many home
owners tend to seek a natural finishing
material, such as stone, due to its durability
and low maintenance requirement, The
imperfect colour tones and textures also
sit well with people’s desire to bring the
outside into the home.”

Anthony says natural stone is expensive
to lay if traditional methods are used.
"Modern manufactured stone panels and
veneers are a relatively cost-effective
alternative, but, due to the limited range
available locally, they can lead to ‘sameness’
It's important to determine the type and
extent of stone to be used as early as possible,
as it can impact on the structural »



Matt's firaplace is built with L
- cargfully pieced imestone

B

¥
|

mm'bmnnnfgmi,
I 3 “"‘- steeland stone s
- mmmwmma?mmv rs_an Mastor
3 Euluamnmmm -m :
mlru:ﬂnn l:mpﬂn-_.r, anmdnn.dqh‘
: ,thsmmtm won best ciistom-desiy nedhbn‘{.

A and an_dul'im qualmr' “Eai‘.‘.h IJIEH h&aa]lia‘ldrir a.
Il.l‘l'rnl-l llmr!-l:l of life bnl'l:r'm q'lﬂr being tm:‘:h-udﬂ,'
human hands. Whert rl’s.quﬂmnd from the earth, . | J_

* it's the first time It has'been exposed to muwnrﬁ“" S

i Stmismdin}ushnuse, mr ide ah .

: amﬂnthe pe'wing and landscaping. e mrlng
ﬂinlngama and Itlh:l-‘-en ilhaa-h-eeﬂuﬁ.ed inthe

|rap!acu- klt.::hnn buru:lms Enq‘sﬂlamba\‘-'h. :

; Thuﬁrup[auafhuﬂtwﬂhmcaﬂy I‘nunﬂ )
8 ls nna ufﬂmkuyteﬂures nftlwlvh'lg arpd.

maaun ﬂhuppel;l mrﬂtevarfp:ecemthw‘l it
lﬂgﬁﬂ‘t&r—in nwnyﬂﬂl_hﬂks!kﬁndrf—'&mm

Mattsetautedﬂabuﬂaﬁ:ﬂdmmﬂuhﬁmh‘gﬂﬁ.

Elanea]mmldgei nutfrumtha.mlembsum *

mp.:nturq-mah:lnﬂ Tlpwzdl.hepﬂqm-.d e

splaﬁhbaﬁkmahucmr&dm matching msh*ble- "Il -
: ammmrmanthQmmlmacan‘t

The conerede fioon s Basy to clean and maintain, and
cin cope wilh sand iracked In-on shoes of bare loet

lliaeze & Giarden 65



{ fieease viur sinne
8 Sofass zold quartzite,
caldmm, 375/ m?, Ambear Tiles

400

10 Chiseliad 52

b

The bathroom walls and floor
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« engineering of a wall, its footings and
window and door design details and ina
wall’s overall dimensions.”

In the kitchen, the variation in natural
stone means most stone tops will have a
distinctive look and feel, although that’s
less true of many granites. There isa move
away from highly polished stone to a honed,
more textural finish that brings out the
natural qualities. If you want a more
uniform appearance in keeping with other
hard-edged materials in a design, stone
composites will deliver the effect.

“Currently, composite stone is popular
for kitchen benchtops because it gives a
consistent colour and finish that's hard
to achieve with most natural stones,” says
Anthony. “This is especially true of whites.
Composites are easier for stonemasons to
work with and are more resistant to acid
and microbial attack, resulting in harder-
wearing and cleaner surfaces. White
marbles are also popular, so it depends on
which look vou want.”
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Anthony also recommends stone outdoors:
“It can moderate against the cleanness of
modern building materials and help ground
a building into a garden setting.”

During a recent overseas trip, landscape
designer Rick Eckersley noted new trends.
“The latest look is handmade terracotta
tiles laid on floors - but it's not the Tuscan
look of the early 1990s. It's combined with
stark walls and modern furniture, giving
an organic yet time-worn aspect. Sealed
with linseed oil and a light waxing, it's
easy to maintain and develops a patina.

“Gloss stone finishes have just about
run out of speed. Now it's stone with honed,
flamed, brushed and hammer finishes. In
London and Florence, I also saw terracotta
lowvres and exterior wall cladding in ribbed
and undulating patterns. Hopefully they
will be available here soon.” »

Anthony Gionfriddo Architect; (03) 9329

3910. Rick Eckersley, Eckersley Stafford
Design, Richmond; (03) 9421 5537,
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ﬂ;&-mmmrkoﬂh& firaplacea also
servesas a feature In Matt's bedroom
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